.CHAPTER IV

THE HYDESVILLE EPISODE

WE have now traced various disconnected and
irregular uprushes of psychic force in the cases
which have been set forth, and we come at last
to the particular episode which was really on a lower
level than those which had gone before, but which
occurred within the ken of a practical people who
found means to explore it thoroughly and to intro-
duce reason and system into what had been a mere
object of aimless wonder. It is true that the circum-
stances were lowly, the actors humble, the place re-
mote, and the communication sordid, being based on
no higher motive than revenge. When, however, in
the everyday affairs of this world one wishes to test
whether a telegraphic wire is in operation, one notices
whether a message comes through, and the high or
low nature of that message is quite a secondary con-
sideration. It is said that the first message which
actually came through the Transatlantic cable was a
commonplace inquiry from the testing engineer.
None the less, kings and presidents have used it since.
So it is that the humble spirit of the murdered pedlar
of Hydesville may have opened a gap into which the
angels have thronged. There is good and bad and all
that is intermediate on the Other Side as on this side
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